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once when the new jurymen were first ordered by the
Clerk of Assize "to take their usual places/' as gentlemen of
the jury, they all scrambled into the dock. One of the most
important tasks of Crown counsel in the days of the Crimes
Act was to detect landleaguers among those summoned to
go Into the jury-box : the Crown had a right to challenge
six jurymen in a case of misdemeanour, and twenty in a case
of felony, and any more if the Crown counsel could " show
cause " : all sorts of devices were used by sympathisers of
the prisoners to get into the jury-box, or to create prejudice
against the Crown ; some of the jurors summoned would
ask Carson whether they could " stand by/' and, if he
granted their request, would complain that they had been
made to stand by, simply because they were Catholics ! Of
course, the prisoner had his challenges as well; when counsel
was for the defence, it was the golden rule " to challenge
any man with a clean collar." The empanelling of a jury
was therefore often a matter of hours, and even days. This
laborious preliminary, which is also a feature of modern
American trials, is entirely absent from the English Courts.
Carson is said to have once asked an English lawyer at what
stage a trial in England began. " Oh, when the jury is
sworn," was the answer. " That's curious," was the Irish-
man's comment, " with us it's all finished when that business
is over."
Carson's appointment as Crown counsel, the part played
by him in the prosecutions under the Crimes Act, his
friendship with Balfour, and his subsequent promotion by
the latter's influence, have been the subject of critical and
hostile comment by his fellow-countrymen both at the time
and long afterwards, and perhaps the place to deal with the
matter is here. In the famous Home Rule debate in March
1914,, after Carson had accused Mr. Winston Churchill for
being a "turncoat" and as being "a politician on the
make," Mr. Joe Devlin retorted by saying that Carson was
no better. cc When a young lawyer," he said, cc in a moment
of youthful and generous enthusiasm follows the banner of
a great cause for the sake of all that is good in it, and be-
comes an ardent Home Ruler, and then, when the forces of
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